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A Country Miniſter's Reaſons for taking 


the Oaths of Allegiance to K. William 
and Q. Mary; ina Letter to one under 
Suſpenſion, for refuſing them. 


Hall 1 beg of you( My Dear Brother) to receive theſe lines 
with the ſame affection and candour with which they are 
wrote, and to believe that I have no other deſign in com- 
municating my thoughts upon this Subject to you, than 

to do ſervice to you and the Church, and. by endeavouring to 
convince you of your error in refuſing the new Oaths, to pre- 
vent the fatal conſequences to both, which will attend your 
Obſtinate perſiſting in that Refuſeal. And then I ſhall hope 
that through the bleſſing of God, rho they come too late for 
your Suſpenſion, they may be ſoon enough to hinder your 
Deprivation: Which good effects, if they ſhall have upon you, 
T ſhall not cenſure you for having ſubmitted to a Suſpention ; 
for I ſhall not be ſo unjuſt as to think you were moved there- 
to by a pittiful Cowardice, or more wretched Lazineſs, as if 
you either ſtay'd to ſee the ſucceſs of their Majeſties Arms, 
before you Embark'd in their Cauſe, or were glad of a pre- 
tence for ſix Months neglefting the Duties of your calling ; 
but ſhall rather Charitably hope that you waited til the laſt 
neceſſity forced you to take the Oaths, to try, it happily in 
that time, providence might /either remove ſome barrs out 0: 
the way, or convince you of the unreaſonableneſs of fone icru- 
ples, which as yet hinder d your doing it with that juil ailu- 

rance and perſwaſion of mind which you deſired. 
There are ſeveral arguments and various Methods, by whici 
A2 thote 


= ra 
"IVE > 4 '® 
” z «a ew 


nn Wn 


Pas + : _s et 
- ed _—_ * _ "” MY : I < Iz 
” 4 aſs ax _ 3 oy —2n, Ef = = q - h ” Reb's TOWNS 0 HIS F 
wr 202 & x42 64 > : oe IB Coos 4 X> Q Ea >. Sho” IS; -—-- i 
> - $6 I I In ed) Is, CEOS. ad get rn —_ — a 6, 5 S or = _— - — & 
"2% — L205 . o re — II = A &* rows - < # : , b: 3 


. a 
- L 
vs Sy bo 

. .. x Bit: 2 Gs 


"- 


Shah a 


Py 
ny 

- 
a <A 


CE, . z 
= > chin BE Rent, HO o 
n £% Wag me; — 
1? * V7, oe Or ys 
_ YL 1 Ln —_ mt __ ... - 7 | — 5 + th; - T : _ Ns | "io fr , well TH + » hy ts. ”— 
EEEed On ag BR ne LT EAST 3 I DES NEC CEE EEE RC INTO LEE Eaboon 0 5% SA Eo > ge 4052 6 2.2. 0 
" ' 7 4 x : - E Pot =p ow vn > £3 - 5 os So ne 4 m = 3+ > "£..:X 7X $f . 2 So x 14 # #0 5 x 
"Dro g EIS Pk FP Rat E Gr - ”} j wk” Oy A 2 «ZI * =& T7 > —— o a wb. Ap. —— rs 
» wr.” p <1 "red: — - *t I ot ht 4 p % Innes ava 6 re _ 0 % in Q ” - 
_ y; 4 ry # w — w_ oY I OY So, *#; << me— 23 jo a. SET» 34. + 4% E by uf *a > * . * . pf = 4 
- 3: by erg wy IBS ow ft Ge erent ne nn, FORT +42 CEC RSS Batt + ER. = PE is 
w _ II" -\ TO TIO I 095, 
— TECH Sr reg et 4 - 
3 rs” bn < — . « . 
caſt Pte ly & = a 
- = 0. "_ ww . : 
- = Pig 


_ & 5 I» Roy - 4. 
- E "} apo: gs ry 


"$07 + £54. 1 


: 7 ' 
wu T4 
yi EA 
1] #7 
7h "4? i 
B- 7. [3 
+'F | 40 
& 7 j FE 
= #8; 
0" "33 
: $ 174 
| - 


- — —_ 
PR ms be: 
S . "> 
us 4H 5 , 
7 — Y Pp —_ A 
Ion nfe ibm 
Ln LG the 7 , X 
© ABER} 164" ado ot oy 


” 
; "> 
—_— 


Yr — 
- - >» mY bt - 
wow wag 5 

_ 3g? $ IS Ta "3 F 

Sd <- Ne. a Ma 
IR; or In; ea 
&: 4 1 . J +4 

f +4 


E by - -£- 
6 23% 5 

Mena; Oy "Ya... . no 
LOS ® FOE BE. TEE L 


PE 
- 
p 
: 


EDS 
454; 


—F 


FR RE a5 ar ls ——— 


= rn 3 
_=>7 


"or" 
-» 


SER PS: ik; 


GIGI IT 


as 3. 
E 


ME +: be: os i Rs A. 


— a _ <, 
oe I = 


——__ — _— k 

"IT: rg ed no IT LT 5 - ——— 
W336 dtd tr "4 <A. Aa $4.5 23 "4 

og T7 LES p 7 Ce nbert re os - ww 3 v 

A 6 A IS AF <Y bo EE 4, F % 

—_ _ - y——_ _ " w £2.35 >. as,” ron... 5 

e#  _ FP E 0 * . % - w-, > nm 

: : 


= — wry —_  —— 
FS2 \* x Las, 
S6 yy Re 
— So 
CPA 7 PE 2 
2 % 


TA Soc. er 
STC. So 


FE; 
Ri. EE” - F 
. p * +2 SE 3-1 ” Þ 4 - VR bt - 
- > AO a _ & "o. _ 
"4 G 2. w 4 Þ+s' <a nw ————— 
- >. £dETLELI ISS” ws - TRorg Ard LITRE 
£ &.2 L 


(2) 


thoſe Reverend Perſons that have taken the Oaths, do juſtj- 
fie their practice therein; but this, however it be by ſome 
made an objection againſt the Lawfulneſs of them, will not [ 
hope paſs with you for a reaſonable one, unleſs you can believe 
a propoſition to be ever the leſs true becaule it is confirm'd by 
twenty ſeveral good Mediums. 

As to the particular Method I have here made uſe of, I ſhall 
only tell you thus much, that- being I was to have to do and 
argue with my ſelf, I reſolved to lay the ſtate of the Queſtion 
ſo low as to have no diſpute with my ſelf about that, and ac- 
cordingly have ſuppoſed their Majeſties to have no other Title 
to the Throne but poſſeſſion ; but I would not have this Method 
of mine look'd upon as deſigned to thwart theirs who aſſert 
their Majeſties Right to the Crown, as the ground of their 
Swearing Allegiance to them, bur rather as a further inforce- 
ment thereof, for if my Arguments, which proceed upon ſup- 
polition of a bare poſſeſſion only, do prove of validity to juſti- 
fie the taking theſe Oaths to them ; theirs which are drawn 
from an Eſtabliſh'd right will conclude a Fortiorz, The reaſons 
that prevailed with me, be pleaſed to take in the ſame Method, 
that I lay'd them before my ſel. 

And here firſt I freely confeſs to you, that when it was diſ- 
courſed beforehand, that there were new Oaths deſign'd to be 
exacted from from their Majeſties Subjets, and during the 
Debates concerning that matter in Parliament, I did heartily 
wiſh that a general impoſition of them, eſpecially upon the 
Clergy, might not have been conſented to: Not but that 1 
thought it highly reaſonable that their Majeſties, having Sworn 
to protect and Govern us according to Law,ſhould receive from 
us a ſatisfactory aſſurance, of a juſt return of fidelity and obcdi- 
ence to them ; but I was ſadly apprehenſive that thoſe ill 
conſequences,which a little ſagacity might eaſily diſcern, would, 
through the weakneſs of fome, the ſcrupuloſity of others being 
improved and abuſed, by the ſerpentine policy of a third ſort; 
almoſt neceſlarily attend this Method-. of giving their Majefties 
Security, would be fuch, as could not be compenſated by ie 
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good effects it could have upon any fort : - For, as for thoſe that 
were well affeed to the preſent Government, and thought it 
ſuch as they ought to ſubmit, and give Obedience to, they did 
not want to be tyed to it by ſuch obligations: . And for thote 
who looked upon it as an Uſurpation, which they could nor 
in Conſcience be faithful ro,they would either refuſe theſe Oaths, 
and fo there would be an open Schiſm and Diviſion among us : 
( Hoc Tthacus velit) Or elle if they did take them, it cannot be 
imagined they could be bound by them, for they that will make 
no Conſcience to take an Oath, which they Judge Unlawful, 
will make as little when occaſion ſerves to break it. 

But all this notwithſtanding, when once the wiſdom of the 
Nation had reſolved that theſe Oaths ſhould be impoſed ; and 
by the Concurrence of the Royal afſent it was Enacted into a 
Law , I then thought it my duty no longer to oppoie my private. 
Sentiments to their determination, but rather ſincerely to in- 
quire how far I might honeitiy and fately coatorm my practice 
to them. 

And in this diſquiſition I was obliged to uſe the moſt ſerious 
and unbyaſled application to find out the Truth, by reaſon of 
thoſe diſmal conſequences which would be the effe&s of a 
miſtaken practice either way : For if theſe Oaths were un- 
lawful, and contrary to others that I had formerly taken, if I 
ſhould ſwallow them, I ſhould expoſe my ſelf to the dreadful 
guilt of Perjury, to the hatred of God and delaſtation of good 
Men: On the other ſide, if they proved to be Lawſul and not 
to thwart any former obligations; if I ſhould refuſe them I 
ſhould make my felt Iyable to the Penalties and Sanctions, 
which that Law that requires them, is forfeited with : Not 
only to a deprivation from that comfortable ſubſiſtence, which 
providence has mercifully allotted me to maintain and make 
proviſion for my Family with ; ( and he that without great and 
weighty Reaſons, wilfully puts himſelf out of a Capacity ſo to 
do, [ think falls under a ſevere cenſure of the Apoſtles: And I 
do alſo look upon the bletſings and comtorts of this Life, to te 
Talents which God has entruſted us with, and we muſt be re- 
ſponſible 
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(4) 
ſponſable to him for, and ſuch as ( tho when they ſtand in 
Competition with him and my duty, I muſt hate, in our Savi. 
ours Language, and willingly bid adieu to yet} it when no 
neceſſity ſo requiring, I ſacrifice to a humour, and wil- 
fully diveſt my ſelf of, I ſhall ſuffer as- a Fool, my gloryin? 
will be in vain, and the beſt reward I can expe&t: Quis requz- 
poit > ) But alfo which 1s of greater conſideration, by my re- 
fufal I ſhould be deprived of the opportunity of doing God ſer- 
vice in the ſtation: Ee had placed me in, I ſhould deſert my Flock, 
and expoſe it for ought I know to the guidance of a Wolf in 
Sheeps Clothing, I ſhould make a Schiſm in the Church, and 
a Faction in the State ; I ſhould be' guilty of interpretatively 
calling good evil and evil good, I ſhould lay a ſtumbling-block 
in my weak Brothers way, and ſhould intitle my ſelf to the 
woes that belong to thoſe that are guilty of ſuch offences. 

[ therefore reſolved with the greateſt dilligence and imparti- 
ality, to ſearch for the beſt light and direQions I could meet 
with, to conduct my practice in this weighty affair. And next 
aſter my application to the Father of Lights and great Judge of 
all our actions, I thought his Vicegerent whom he has ſubſtitu- 
ted as the next Cenſurer of our practices. under him, Conſci- 
ence I mean, was that which I ought to have recourſe to; and 
according as that, after the beſt information had that I could 
meet with, ſhould dire&t, ſo look'd upon my felf obliged to 
practice, if to her it appeared that the Oaths were Lawtul, 
readily and chearfully to take them, if unlawful quietly to ſub- 
mit to the puniſhment of my refuſal; and whether one or thc 
other, not to cenſure thoſe that were otherwiſe minded, nor 
refle&t upon ſuch as ſhould a difterently from me, but to {ol- 
low the advice of St. Paul, that he that eateth ſhould not deſpiſe 
him that eateth not, nor he that eateth not, judge him that eateth. 

And now having conftituted Conſcience my Judge in this 
matter; my next buſineſs was to enquire what meaſures Con- 
{cience ought to govern and guide herſelf by in this Diſquiſition: 
For Conſcience 1s not that Arbitrary thing that ſome take her 


to be; that paſſes ſentance meerly Pro arbritrio, and Condemns 
| OT 
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or acquits wirhout - regard to that which is the proper meaſure 
of thoſe ations which fall under her cognizance : And for want 
of due advertency to this many have run into very dangerous 
miſtakes ; and Fancy. and Humour, and Prejudice, and Splecn, 
and Advantage, and Profit,and Stubbornneſs,and what not, have 
been ſet up for Conſcience. And in this particular caſe, intereſt 
might have perſwaded me to take the Oaths, and that might 
have paſt for Conſcience, on the other ſide pique or prejudice, 
fondneſs of, or unwillingneſs to. retract, or a& contrary to a 
former, violently aſſerted, and unreaſonably ſtretch's Opinion, 
groundleſs ſcruples, arifing from the contrary practice of ſome 
good Men, or ſuch like might have prevailed upon me to refuſe 
them, and they might have gone forConſcience: And all through 
not' attending to rhoſe meaſures, which Conſcience (which is 
nothing elſe but an a&t of the practical underſtanding, paſſing 
ſentence upon the Lawfulneſs,or unlawfulneſs of an action done, 
orito be done) ought in giving judgment thereupon - to proceed 
by. -/ And thoſe meaſures are no other than the proper rules of 
thoſe ations which come under tryal, according to the confor- 
mity or contrarity of which actions to thoſe rules they b:come 
either lawful or unlawful. Now Conſcience it ſelf muſt nor 
pretend- to be the rule, ſhe is the directer of my actions before 
they are-done, and the cenſurer of them afterward, but ſure no 
more the rule of them, than a Judge upon Bench is the Law - I 
was therefore to look further for the rule of them. 

In general I took it to be moſt certain, that the Law of God 
Is ſo far the rule of all ations that no ation contrary thereto 
can be Lawful: But then there being ſeveral actions to be per- 
lormed by me; as I may be conſidered in ſeveral capacities an} 
relations, which the Law of God has made no particular pro- 
viſion for, in ſuch caſes it ſeemed reaſonable to me that the 
Laws which concern'd me in thoſe relations, provided they 
were not repugnant to the Laws of God but in ſubordinaticn to 
them, ſhould be the rule of thoſe ations, which Conſcience in 
er judgment of them cught to govern her ſelf by: And this | 
Was the more confirmed in, when-I happily found the great 
| Doctor 
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(6) 
Doctor Hammond,giving much the ſame account of Conſcience 
in his Treatiſe upon that Subject. 5, | 
This then of taking the Oaths being a civil ation, enjoyned 
me as 2 Member of this community, and ſubje& of this Governe 
ment, I had only theſe two things to ſearch into, for the infor- 
mation of my Conſcience in this particular. 
1. What the Laws of the Government I am a Subject of , 
i0join in this Caſe, and | | 
2. Whether thoſe Laws are not repugnant to ſome ſuperiour 
Law of God. | 
t. Touching the former of which inquiries, my ſtudies 
having been direQted another way, I thought it neceſlary to 
apply my ſelf to thoſe whoſe buſineſs it was to ſtudy and ſearch 
into the Laws ; and theſe with one Mouth told me, that by the 
Conſtitution of our Government, a King de fafto that was in 
poſſeſſon but had no right to the Throne, ( and ſuch at leaſt 
could not deny their preſent Majeſties to be) was ſuch as apainſt 
whom Treaſon might be committed, even whileſt the King 4: 
Fure,. the rightful King was living, but. out of Poſſeſſion. That 
Treaſon could not be committed againſt the Rightful King out 
of Poſſeſſion ; That if ever the Rightful King returned, he might 
Puniſh Treaſon committed againſt the King de fatto. That an 
Inditment for Treaſon againſt a King de facto, thould run 
contra, naturalem Allegiantiam, QC. | 
And that they might not be ſuſpected to be influenced by 
Intereſt, fear of danger, or hope of advantage from the preſent 
Government, they ſhewed me that this was not only their opini- 
on but of former Lawyers,who lived too long ſince to have had 
any proſpeCt of this Revolution, or hopes of gaining by writing 
in favour of it ; particularly of the great Lord Cooke, than whom 
we have not had a Commentator of greater Authority, or whoſ{ 
"Avis *9n Would have gone further in Point of Law. It ap- 
pearing to me then from hence that Allegiance was due to a 
King de fa&o ( for otherwiſe how could Treaſon committed 
againſt him be ſaid to be contra Allegiantiam) I could make no 


ſcruple of promiſing, or when called to it, Swearing to pay | 
that | 
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that: Allegiance to.him, provided thoſe Laws which have made 


20 Allegiance'due/'to'him are not repugnant te fome fupcriour 
Law of God; and that was the next thing I was to inquire into. 
_ And as to this the reſult of my enquiry was, that God Al- 
mighty had appointed Government in general, and by his Layjs 
required Obedience. and ſubjectian from the; Governed to their 
Gevernours, : and; moſt eſpecially had enbanced: the: obligation 
of Obedience from Subjects to their Rulers, in the laſt — 
of his: will which he made in the Goſpel. '' Bux 19 what fort! © 
Government,. or what Governours, or in. what. particular; in- 
ſtances we ought to be ſubjedt, He has notash can find deglared. 
Mere:plainly,':He has no where told. us whether we' ſhould be 
Gayerned' by one Manor more;'-whether the Perſon [yelted! with 
the Government ſhovld:Rule: Arbitrarily;.. Stet :;pro ratione: volans 
tas: Or whether he thould be tyed and bound by Laws ; whe- 
ther the Government ſhould be Succeſſive or - EleRive;. deſcend 
by Lineal Suceeflion in one Family, or - whetberiothers ſhould: 
have their turns, whether the Perſon entruſted: with the Govern: 
ment ſhould enjoy it pro:termine viz, oribe Choſen Aninually, 
or aſter a certain ſpace of years, or when his Governmentidhal} 
determine fo as the ſubjects ſhall be free rom their Subjection to 
bim ; in-thefe and many. other ſuch inſtances, in. the Law: of 
God there is 'altam Silentiuns and. nothing: determined: The 
Wiſdom: of God. foreſeeing that no- one: particular iorm, | or 
method of Government would agree with all forts of Ages; 
Perſons and Places,: has left the deciſion of ſuch particulars. to 
the Laws and Statutes of the ſeveral Nations and;Kingdoms : 
From whence it follows that the Laws of Kingdoms,determining 
theſe, particulars, which the Laws of God .take no Cognifance 
of; cannot be ſaid to be repugnant to any Law: of God: And 
conſequently the Laws of our Nation deciding that the Govern- 
ment of one King determines when he is out, and another hag 
got Poſſcfiion of 1t-;/ſo-far that the: Allegiance which wasowing 
to-the former, ſhall be rransferr'd to bim in Poſicthon, are nor 
repugnant to any ſuperiour Law of God. 
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85 
Tinws of: God, being 'the meaſures which Conſcience ought to 
govern-herſſelf by, in: her Judgment of thoſe'aftions, which I 
am to perform,” ab'a Member of this Nazion j' and this of taking 
the Oaths: being" ani:a@ion' 'of 'thar kind, 1 eould' not upon 
the. whole matter but:conclude, 'not only that I might with a 
good Conſcience take thei Oaths of {Allegiance to King William 
and Queem-Marypibur that] could not with a good: Conſcience 
refuſe-them. 973 fi TY 21 41907. 97 2s; | [C.3T. 54: 

Nor could I apprehend: that 'my'former Oath'to King James, 
eould /igive' me any juſt ſcruple in this: matter : - For 'my Oath 
to_hiin- was'\not: to his Perſon ſeparate : from ':his Office, but 
velted'wittvir (for otherwiſe in-caſe:of a ſpontaneous reſignati- 
en; could not have (beef 'abſolved from/my Oath Y'- when 
therefore” theſe" two-are Legally.” ſeparated; the obligation of 
that Oath-ceaſeth -/''/Now- our Laws, : ( whoſe buſineſs I ob- 
ſerve ibefore->it'is* to determine whether Death only, or a 
certaift ternt of years, /- or whatever elſe ſhould put an end to 
the'Offite of :a. King, ſo. that the SubjeRt ſhould be! free from 
bis -obligatiatÞ:to him?) . having-declared that'a Kings «being 
outiof: Poſſeſfion, and his| Throne being filled by: another, does 
fo: far/putian end 'to his Office, 'that during 'the time, that 
be is-out of ' Poſſeſfion' and: another» in ihe 15: in Legal Con- 
firudtion; : and-as to: alli Allegiance: that his:Subjects. owe him 
as: Dead,! as\if he were-natoratly ſor: ':-Al1:: objeRtion: upon ac- 
count of myiformer Oath ccalily vaniſhed. PIES | 

And as little did I ſtumble. {.thoI confeſs very much ſurpriſed) 
at what fome-do mightily infiſtiupon, : as a bar to taking thele 
Oaths,: the Doctrine of Paſſive Obedience as. profeſt and taught 
wouri:Charch: - Particularly I was forry to find! it urged in 
thefaſt Devlaration of the late Lord Biſhop of Chicheſter, as the 
ground: of his retufing the Oathsi; 'a Declaration which ( if ir 
wzere:his)-being made at-a time'when: his Diſtemper and near 
gpproacaing Death, may well be ſuppoſed! to-haver:clouded his 
faculties and\parts, ;is:ſupported. with: ſuch Tncoenhulive reaſons, 
and could ſerve to no good end. .oripurpoſe inthe World, that 


out of;reſpact: tothe Memory of that Worthy and Pious Prelare, | 


- 
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I cannot forbear wiſhing that the Editor had committed it to 
the Flames rather than the Preſs: For ſuppoſing the Doctrine 
of Paſſive Obedience to be the DoErine of our Church, as I 
verily believe 1t 1s, and a very good Doctrine when truly ſtated; 
I doubt not, but for all the Lawful Commands of my Prince, 
Lawful, I mean, for him; ſuch as he is impowered to command 
by that which is the meaſure of his Authority, I muſt cither 
aQually perform them, or quickly ſubmit to the puriſhment 
of my non-performance : But what is this to the point of the 
new Oaths, or how can I owe or pay this Obedience to King 
James who 1s out of Place to Command, and out of Power to 
Puniſh > Paſſive Obedience is- not a ſuffering for my King, but 
by my King, or by his Officers Commiſſioned under him ; and 
therefore *tis abſurd to talk of Paſſive Obedience to one that is 
out of Poſſeſſion, for it cannot be paid to, or Exerciſed under 
any but him that is poſſeſt of the Power. All therefore, as 
far as I could fee, that Paſſive Obedience had to do in this 
Caſe, was to oblige me, if upon other good grounds I had been 
perſwaded of the unlawfulneſs of the Oaths, ſubmiſſively ro have 
born the puniſhment of my refuſal , without diſturbing the 
Government, or cenſuring thoſe that complyed with it. 


Tour very Aﬀect. Cc. 


